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COURSE SYLLABUS  

COURSE TITLE: Literature and Composition 
COURSE CODE: ENG 110 (97) TERM:  Fall/Winter 2018-19 
COURSE CREDITS: 6 DELIVERY: Face to Face 
CLASS SECTION: 
CLASS LOCATION: 
 
CLASS TIME: 

97 
Room 206 
 
Mon. 9:00 - 11:50 a.m. Sept. -- Dec.;  
Tues. 1:00 - 3:50 p.m. Jan. – Apr. 

START DATE: 
 

September 10, 2018 
 

    
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is Treaty Six territory and traditional Métis 
homeland, and we acknowledge the diverse Indigenous peoples whose footsteps have marked 
this territory for centuries. Our Department’s vision is to be a place where many peoples come 
together to engage in mutually respectful relations and dialogues. 

Purpose  
To introduce students to the major genres of poetry, drama, narrative, and non-fiction.  In 
addition to learning the tools of critical analysis, students will study and practice writing.  
 
Description  
The course focuses on reading critically poetry, drama, narrative, and non-fiction.  
 
Prerequisites  
None.  Either English 110.6 or two of English 111.3, 112.3, 113.3, or 114.3, taken sequentially 
or simultaneously, will serve as prerequisite for 200-level courses in English.  
 
Additional Information: This course is designed to sharpen students’ abilities to think 
creatively and analytically, to communicate concisely, and to write knowledgeably. Our studies 
will take us through texts written during the eras classified as Late Renaissance, Augustan, 
Early Romantic, Later Romantic, Victorian, Decadent, Modern, and Postmodern. The course will 
include the work of Canadian, American, and British writers. Throughout, we will emphasize the 
significance of history and cultural context to both writers and readers; we will wrestle with the 
ways that “the canon” has been constructed and will explore the way that language mediates 
our world to us. A significant portion of our class time will be devoted to instruction and practice 
in the craft and mechanics of research and writing. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Barbara Langhorst 

Office Hours:  ACE (back of library): Please email me for an appointment or speak to me in 
class. In T1 I will be available Mondays between 1:00 and 5:00 p.m., Tuesdays by appointment, 
or Wednesdays between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
 
Stop by to introduce yourself. I encourage students to ask questions about the texts in class, but 
if you have questions or difficulties that you do not want to bring up in front of others, make sure 
to ask me during my office hours, or before or after class. 
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Email: langhorstb@stpeters.sk.ca . Please avoid using my PAWS account. 
 
However, do check your PAWS email daily, please. If class is cancelled, I will email you there. I 
respond to emails within 24 hours during the week (within 48 hours on the weekend), but do not 
wait until the night before an assignment is due to ask questions.  
 
Phone: 306-231-0701 (cell)  

If I am not available when you phone, please leave your name, phone number, the course 
number, and your question or concern.  

Instructor Profile: 
 
Between 1997 and 2002, I taught at the University of Alberta for five years while earning my 
Ph.D. In the summer of 2002, I fell in love with rural Saskatchewan, and moved here to teach at 
St. Peter’s College. Now, as the Academic Programs Manager at St. Peter's, I direct the Writing 
Diploma Program and the Academic Centre for Excellence, chair our Academic Council, and 
teach English 110.6, ENG 120.3 (Introduction to Creative Writing), ENG 114.3 (Reading 
Culture), and ENG 253.6 (Canadian Literature). I also instruct two online classes, ENG 358.3 
(Canadian Drama) and ENG 359.3 (Western Canadian Literature), and am a mentor in the MFA 
in Writing program at the University of Saskatchewan. In my 21 years as an instructor, I have 
won three awards for teaching and two book awards for poetry. My first novel, Want, will be 
released this fall, and I am well into writing my second novel. I live on an acreage with my 
husband and a happy disarray of four cats, one dog, one horse, and the local wildlife. 
 
Required Resources:  Readings/Textbooks 
 
Brontë, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. (novel) 
King, Thomas. Green Grass, Running Water. (novel) 
Norton, Sarah and Brian Green. The Bare Essentials. 9th Edition. Nelson Education. (grammar   
        book and workbook) 
Shakespeare, William. Twelfth Night.  (play) 
Stott, Jon C. and Raymond E. Jones. The Harbrace Anthology of Poetry. (poetry) 
University of Saskatchewan. Department of English Requirements for Essays. 
        (online at: https://artsandscience.usask.ca/english/documents/RequirementsForEssays.pdf ) 
Wilde, Oscar. The Importance of Being Earnest. (play) 
 
Textbooks are available from the University of Saskatchewan Bookstore: 
https://shop.usask.ca/CourseSearch/?course[0]=UOFS,201709,ENG,ENG110,97&  . 

Skills to be Learned 

After completing successfully 6 cu of 100-level English, students will be able to demonstrate that 
they know at a minimum 

1. how to read literary texts in different genres and from different centuries, identify the 
main ideas in those texts and recognize how their technical features function in 
meaning-making 
 

2. how to formulate a thesis about a literary work or works 
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3. how to select information from a work that provides evidence in support of a thesis 
 

4. how to quote and paraphrase 
 

5. how to develop and structure a literary essay 
 

6. what plagiarism is and how to avoid it 
	

7. how to differentiate primary and secondary sources and cite them in the citation style set 
out in the Department’s Requirements for Essays 
http://artsandscience.usask.ca/english/documents/RequirementsForEssays.pdf  
 

8. how to write essays that exhibit reasonable competence in the skills articulated in the 
“Standards for Composition” section of Requirements for Essays (as follows): 

Standards for Composition 

To pass English 110.6 a student must by the end of the class have shown competence in:  
 
1. organizing an essay on a set topic, developing ideas logically and systematically, and  

supporting these ideas with the necessary evidence, quotations, or examples;  
 

2. organizing a paragraph;  
 
3. documenting essays properly using the MLA style, 8th Edition; 
 
4. writing grammatical sentences, avoiding such common mistakes as:  
    i) comma splices, run-on sentences, and sentence fragments  
    ii) faulty agreement of subject and verb, or pronoun and antecedent  
    iii) faulty or vague reference (e.g., vague use of this, that, or which)  
    iv) shifts in person and number, tense, or mood  
    v) dangling modifiers  
 
5. spelling correctly; and  
 
6. punctuating correctly.  
 
 
Criteria That Must Be Met to Pass, including Attendance 
Students are expected to attend lectures and participate in class discussions and to complete all 
written and online assignments and examinations. All essays, the online library instruction 
program, midsession exam, style assignment, and final exam must be completed in order to 
pass the course. University regulations concerning grading and examinations are at 
https://students.usask.ca/academics/exams.php . 
 
Please email me if you must be absent to tell me the reason. Note that you must contact your 
instructor within three days if you miss a final exam due to serious illness or domestic affliction. 
You must supply proof if you hope to write a deferred exam during the period set aside for that 
(usually in February or June). 
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Class Schedule:  Changes to Readings, Events, or Activities 
 
Our discussion will partly guide the sequence of topics and the material we study. Therefore, I 
may occasionally substitute or add readings or events and activities; you will be notified of 
changes in class the week before and are responsible to have completed the required reading 
and the necessary preparation done.   
 

Weekly Schedule of Lectures & Assignments 
 

Do the readings in the right hand column below before class for the date indicated and come to class with 
questions. 

Bring your Bare Essentials (text and workbook) to every class. 

Date Topic Assigned Readings:  Take notes: there may be pop quizzes 
throughout the course.   
 

  10-
Sept-
2018 
 
 

Introductions & Syllabus 
 
Why study English? How?  
▪introductions 
▪ the syllabus, expectations, risks  
and strategies: reading and writing 
▪history, culture, the literate mind 
 
Unit 1: The Augustan Era 
(1690-1750) 
 
▪ Wit and rhetoric 
▪ Compassion and disgust 
▪ The impulse towards order 
▪ Translation and “Truth” 
▪ poetic devices 
 
For Homework:  Do the online 
Library Assignment.  Remember to 
read the poetry for next week, too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
▪ A Modest Proposal* (Jonathan Swift) (to be handed out in 
class) 
 
 
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
The baseline is to learn to write clearly and correctly, without 
mechanical errors, while you are learning to think critically. 
This is the minimum standard you must meet to pass this 
class. 
 
To aid you in learning the mechanics of writing, I will assign 
exercises from The Bare Essentials for homework as we 
work through the course. Make sure you do the prescribed 
sections before class. Please note that the answers to most 
exercises are in the back of the book. The book’s authors 
state that it is important to do one exercise (of ten or so 
questions), look at the answer to learn whether you are 
correct or not, then revisit the lesson if necessary, do the next 
exercise, check the answer, and so on. This method is aimed 
to prevent you from training yourself to make mistakes. 
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17-
Sept-
2018 

Unit 2:  The Romantic Writers 
 
The Early Romantics  
(1790-1832) 
▪ Social change and the democracy  
   of reading 
▪ Scansion practice 
▪ Imagination and the social 
   function of literature 
▪ Elements of composition 
▪ Grammar, punctuation, &syntax 
▪ Imagination and the social  
   contract 
▪ “The language really used by men” 
 
▪ re/vision, revision, Revision 
▪ Practice in proper quotation, 
   paraphrasing, and citation. 

 
 
▪ “The Lamb” (William Blake) (Harbrace 97) 
▪ “The Tyger” (Blake 100) 
▪ "The Chimney Sweeper" (2 poems: Blake 98, 100) 
▪ ”Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (Samuel Taylor Coleridge  
    112-29)  
▪ “Frost at Midnight” (S.T. Coleridge 130-32) 
▪ “The world is too much with us” (William Wordsworth 109) 
▪ "I wandered lonely as a cloud" (Wordsworth 109-10) 
 
The Bare Essentials (do before class) 
 
Read xii-xv and 2-19 (textbook). 
 
Do Unit 1 Quick Quiz and correct your work (workbook); do 
exercises 1.1 to 1.6. 

24-
Sept-
2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE 

The Later Romantics 
(1815-1832) 
▪   Ecstasy and oblivion 
▪   Immortality 
▪   the Sublime   
▪   Cult of popularity 
▪   Allusiveness 
▪   Revising for style 

Literary reading tonight 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the library 
You are expected to attend. 

Dress for a walk outdoors if the weather is sunny 
 
▪  "Ode to the West Wind" (Percy Bysshe Shelley 135-37) 
▪  "Ozymandias" (P.B. Shelley 134-35) 
▪  “On This Day I Complete My Thirty-Sixth Year”              
     (George Gordon, Lord Byron 133-34) 
▪  “Ode to a Nightingale” (John Keats 142-44) 
▪   "When I Have Fears" (Keats 141-142) 
 
The Bare Essentials 
Read pages 20-29 (textbook). 
Do exercises 2.1 to 2.9 (workbook). 

 
01-
Oct-
2018 
 

 
The Romantics (BBC) 
▪ The history, people, and politics of  
   Romantic poetry 
▪ Note how different the poetry  
   seems when it is performed by  
   these actors 
▪ What intellectual movement(s)  
   and political/cultural events 
    helped foster Romantic poetry,  
   and how do these same things  
   affect us today? 
 

 
Take notes  
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read pages 30-36 (textbook) doing all the exercises for Unit 3 
in the workbook, except 3.12 and 3.13.  
 

08- 
Oct. 
2018 

 
Thanksgiving Day 

 
No classes 
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15-
Oct-
2018 

 
Unit 3: The Victorian Era 
(1832-1900) 
▪  gender, class, and agency 
▪  history, myth, legend, and 
   the displacement of anxiety 
▪ “The Woman Problem” in  
   Victorian society  
▪  alienation 
▪  repression and displacement       
▪  agency, voice, and authority 
▪  identity and audience   
▪  studies in madness and 
   motivation 
 

 
▪  “My Last Duchess”  
      (Robert Browning 160-61) 
▪  “Porphyria’s Lover” (R. Browning)      
     http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poems/porphyrias-lover 
▪   from Sonnets from the Portuguese: "XIII" (Elizabeth Barrett 
     Browning 150) 
 
The Bare Essentials 
Read pages 37-40 (text) and do exercises 4.1 to 4.7 
(workbook). 
 
 
Before 22 Oct.:  prepare for mid-term essay exam. 

22-
Oct-
2018 
 
NOTE 

 
Midterm exam  
 
 
Literary reading tonight:  7:00 – 
8:00 p.m. in the library. You are to 
attend. 

 
9:00 – 11:50 a.m. 
Bring 2 or 3 blue or black pens to write with. Pencil is not 
acceptable on exams. 
 

 
29-
Oct-
2018  
 
 
 
 
TUES. 
30 
Oct. 
2018 

 
The Victorian Era 
(continued) 
 
▪ agency 
▪ gender roles 
▪ the role of the artist in society 
 
 
Library Assignment due today, 
 

▪  “The Lady of Shalott” (Alfred, Lord Tennyson 153-58)    
     Google also:  “Images for lady of shallot”  
▪ “Tithonus” (Tennyson) at: 
     https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/html/1807/4350/poem2188.html 
▪  “The Yellow Wallpaper” (American) 
     (Charlotte Perkins Stetson) at:     
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/exhibition
Assets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf  
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read pages 42-50 (text) and do Quick Quiz 1 (page 51-52 of 
the workbook), as well as exercises 5.1 to 5.11. 

05-
Nov.- 
2018 
 

 

 

Unit 4: A Victorian/Anti-Victorian 
Novel 
▪ Gothic Romance meets social    
  critique 
▪ gender problems/stereotypes 
▪ social (re)production 
▪ the Other 
▪ (in)sanity 
▪ the role of religion 

 
▪ Jane Eyre (Charlotte Brontë) 
entire novel must be read by this class 
 
The Bare Essentials 
Read pages 51-56 (textbook) and do all of the Unit 6 exercises 
except 6.12 (workbook). 

12-
Nov-
2018 

 
Fall Break  

 
No classes this week 
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19-
Nov-
2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 4: Victorian Novel (concluded) 
▪  critical analyses 
▪  introduction to research  
 
Unit 5: The Decadent Era 
 (1880-1900) 
▪  The end of the Victorian era 
▪ Aestheticism, or Art For Art’s Sake 
 
Assignment 1 due today: email to 
langhorstb@stpeters.sk.ca 
 

▪ Jane Eyre (Charlotte Brontë) continued 
 
▪ The Importance of Being Earnest  (Oscar Wilde) 
 (bring your copy to class) 
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
 
 
 

26-
Nov-
2018 
 

Unit 5: The Decadent Era 
(concluded)) 
 
Review for midsession exam 

▪ The Importance of Being Earnest  (Oscar Wilde) 
 (bring your copy to class) 
 
Bring questions, notes, and your books, including The Bare 
Essentials  and the workbook. 

03-
Dec- 
2018 

 
Midsession Exam (9:00 to 11:50 a.m.) (no books, dictionaries, or electronic devices allowed) 
 

 

Midsession Break 

 

Readings and assignments for Term Two:        

Note 
Day 
and 
Time: 
 
1:00 
p.m. 
TUES.  
 
08-
Jan-
2019 

Unit 6: A great leap back in time: 
 
Shakespeare, viewed through a 
postmodern lens 
 
High Renaissance  
(c 1601) 
 
▪ language is mutable—how do the  
  footnotes show this? 
 
 
 

 
▪ Twelfth Night (William Shakespeare) 
  Note: this play does not follow the other texts  
  chronologically; it is presented here because after all of our    
  readings, you are now ready to study it carefully, taking    
  historicity into account 
 
▪ Entire play must be read by this class.  Read the footnotes. 
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapters 9 and 10, and do all of the exercises. 
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15-
Jan-
2019 

Unit 7: At last, the First Half of the 
20th Century 
 
Modernism: Poetry 
 
▪ The Impact of Imagism  
    (1910-1930): “Make It New” 
   “The Thing Itself” 
▪ Pound, Eliot, William Carlos   
    Williams and Stevens 
 
▪ Williams’ influence on later work:  
    Kenneth Koch (New York School) 

▪  “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (T.S. Eliot) (213-18) 
▪  “In a Station of the Metro” (Ezra Pound)  (213) 
▪  “The Red Wheelbarrow” (William Carlos Williams) (210-11) 
▪  “The Great Figure” (Williams) 
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/greatfig
ure.html 
▪  “This is Just to Say” (Williams) 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-
poets/poems/detail/56159 
▪  “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird”(Wallace Stevens)  
http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/88/stevens-13ways.html 
▪  “Variations on a Theme by William Carlos Williams”    
   (Kenneth Koch) http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-
and-poets/poems/detail/57326 
 
 The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapters 11 and 12, and do all the exercises. 
 

22-
Jan-
2019 

Modernism:  Fiction 
 
▪ a rejection of 18th C Enlightenment   
   values and 19th C Victorian  
   sentimentality; “an explosion of  
   new styles and trends” with “a  
   central image…the void”  (Powell  
   Postmodernism for Beginners  8)  

 
▪  “The Rocking Horse Winner” (D.H. Lawrence) 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s3hvkcwikiUJdgRxDT
b3wS79DHhUpr3gkjwlu2BNr1o/edit?pli=1 
▪   “A Rose for Emily” (William Faulkner)  
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~drbr/wf_rose.html  
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapters 13 and 14, and do all the exercises. 
 

30-
Jan-
2019 

Modernism and 
Modernist influences in later work 
 
▪ exile and alienation 
▪ gender and agency 
▪ constructs of parenting 
▪ distinctions between modernism 
   and postmodernism 
 
Topics for Assignment 3 will be 
distributed today. 

 
▪  "Hills Like White Elephants” (Ernest Hemmingway) 
https://talkcurriculum.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/heming
way-e-1927-hills-like-white-elephants-in-men-without-
women.pdf  
 
▪ “I Stand Here Ironing”(Tillie Olsen) 
http://producer.csi.edu/cdraney/2010/278/resources/olsen_
ironing.pdf 
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapters 15 and 16, and do all the exercises. 
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05-
Feb-
2019 

Unit 8: The Latter Half of the 20th 
Century 
 
The Black Mountain Poets:  Charles 
Olson, Robert Creeley and Denise 
Levertov 
 
▪  Imagist influences 
▪  “Projective Verse” 
▪  postmodern qualities 
▪  what do “avant garde”  
    poetics (seek to) accomplish? And    
    where have we seen this before? 
• "authenticity" and "truth" 
 
Assignment 2 (research essay) due 
today via  email to 
langhorstb@stpeters.sk.ca 

 
▪ “The Door” (Robert Creeley) 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poem/1
7182 
▪ “The Rhythm” (Creeley) (Nelson 286) 
▪  “And The Dead Prey Upon Us” (Charles Olson) 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/241034 
▪  “February Evening in New York” (Denise Levertov) 
http://www.poetryatlas.com/poetry/poem/2293/february-
evening-in-new-york.html 
▪ “Matins” (Levertov) 
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/matins-5/ 
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapters 17 and 18, and do all the exercises. 
 

12-
Feb-
2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 
p.m. 

Postmodernism   
Po-mo is not only a movement  
beyond modernism, but also an 
extension or amplification of trends 
found in modernism:  irony, 
fragmentation, novelty…but with 
playfulness, deconstruction, a sense 
of absence, an emphasis on process. 
 
Literary reading tonight: 
7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Library 

 
▪ Seed Catalogue* (Robert Kroetsch) (Canadian   
   postmodernism) (we will read this in class) 
 
 The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapters 19 and 20, and do all the exercises. 
 
 
You are required to attend this College event. 

19-
Feb-
2019 

 
Reading Week – No Class 
 

 
No classes 

26-
Feb-
2019 
 
 
 

Unit 9: Indigenous/Contemporary  
             Culture 
 
▪  depicts and resists “norms” of  
    20th C Indigenous American and    
    Canadian society 
▪  portrays finely-rendered spiritual  
    and material worlds with  
    post/modernist openness 
▪  postcolonial critique, writing back 
 

Canadian Postmodern Novel  
▪ Green Grass, Running Water (Thomas King) 
 
Entire novel must be read by this class. 
 
▪  has rich language and subtle patterns 
▪  shows careful attention to detail both in setting and 
    characters 
 
Critical articles will be assigned today for next week. 

05-
Mar-
2019 

(novel continued) 
 
▪  research approaches  

▪ Green Grass, Running Water (continued): critical reception 
 
Students are to bring to class one critical article about Green 
Grass, Running Water that they have read.  
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12-
Mar-
2019 

Indigenous/Contemporary Culture 
(continued) 
 
▪  notions of nation, history, 
    "authenticity" 
▪  consumerism 
▪  “the myth of literacy” 
▪   humour and critique 
▪   writing back 
 
Assignment 3 (Style Essay) due 
today by 4:00 p.m. via email to 
langhorstb@stpeters.sk.ca 
 

 
We will read the following in class: 
 
▪  “How I Spent My Summer  Vacation:  Story, 
      History, and the Cant of Authenticity”*   
       (Thomas King)  
▪  “Pretty Like a White Boy”* (Drew Hayden Taylor) 
        
 
The Bare Essentials 
 
Read Chapter 21 and do all the exercises. 
 
 

 
19-
Mar-
2019 

 
Unit 10:  Short Canadian Fiction: 
Narrative Strategies 
 
▪ memory, dreams, imagination 
▪ the changing role of work in    
  Society 

 
▪  “Stones”* (Timothy Findley) 
▪ “Leonard Dobie’s Condition”* (Connie Gault) 
 
 
 

26-
Mar- 
2019 

 
Student Presentations today 

5-7 minutes (each): Remember to make eye contact as you 
read your presentation. Be formal but approachable. Invite 
questions. 

02- 
Apr.- 
2019 
 
EVG.-
02- 
Apr.- 
2019 

The last seven months in review 
This will be an extremely important 
class. 
 
Literary reading tonight, 7:00-8:30 
p.m., in the Library. You are 
expected to attend. 
 

Bring The Bare Essentials, your workbook, and your notes. 
 
 
 
This evening is the launch of St. Peter's journal of the visual 
and literary arts, the Society. Selected contributors will also 
perform.  Bring your friends and family—it will be a terrific 
evening of free entertainment and refreshments.  
 

April 
2019 
TBA 

 
▪   Final Examination (3 hours) 

 
Please note:  You are expected to attend the literary readings. Make sure that you sign the 
guestbook, listen attentively, and ask good questions. I will announce the dates and times in 
class for any readings that come up that are not on the syllabus. Think of this as a lab for 
English class—a chance to watch literature come alive. 
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Midterm and Final Examination Scheduling 
 
Midterm and final examinations must ordinarily be written on the date and in the location 
scheduled.  

If a student is unable to write an exam through no fault of his or her own for medical or other 
valid reasons, documentation must be provided and an opportunity to write the missed exam 
may be given. Students absent for a midterm exam must advise their lecturer in person, by 
telephone or by e-mail and initiate arrangements for writing a deferred midterm exam. Contact 
must be made within three days of the missed exam and supported by appropriate 
documentation. Students not arranging a deferred midterm will be assigned a grade of zero for 
the exam. Similar rules apply for a Deferred Final Exam, but applications are made to the 
Dean’s Office of your college. Additionally, if a student does not write the final lecture exam, a 
grade of INF (Incomplete Fail) will be applied to their transcript. 

Final examinations may be scheduled at any time during the examination period (Monday, 
April 8, 2019 to Tuesday, April 30, 2019); students should therefore avoid making prior travel, 
employment, or other commitments for this period. Students are encouraged to review all 
examination policies and procedures: http://students.usask.ca/academics/exams.php 

Learning  
The University of Saskatchewan Learning Charter is intended to define aspirations about the 
learning experience that the University aims to provide, and the roles to be played in realizing 
these aspirations by students, instructors and the institution. A copy of the Learning Charter can 
be found at: http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/LearningCharter.pdf . 

 
Grading Scheme and Dates:   
 
NOTE: Each assignment in this full year course carries double weight on your 
transcript.  
 

Participation (includes attendance at events, 
informal writing assignments, and quizzes) 

 
10% 

 
Fall/Winter 2018-19 

Mid-term exam  5% 22 October 2018 
Online Library Instruction Program 2% 30 October 2018 
Assignment 1: Literary Analysis (1000 words) 10% 19 November 2018 
Midsession Exam  10% 03 December 2018 
Assignment 2: Research Essay (1800 words) 20% 05 February 2019 
Assignment 3: Style Essay (1500 words) 10% 12 March 2019 
Assignment 4: Presentation (5-7 minutes) 3% 26 March 2019 
Final Examination (3 hours) 30% TBA April 2019 
Total 100%  
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Evaluation Components 

Participation  
Value:   10% of final grade                                                                                        
Due Date:  Throughout the course 
Type:  This mark reflects your involvement: attendance, attentiveness, contribution to  
                        discussion, and grades on informal writing assignments and quizzes. 
 
Guidelines for participation grades (University of Saskatchewan) 

80-100: Contributed frequently and appropriately; demonstrated critical understanding 
of assigned reading; applied relevant material from readings and lectures to the issue; 
built on the comments of others; made integrative statements. 

 
70-80: Contributed regularly; demonstrated understanding of main points of reading; 

occasionally employed relevant materials from readings and lectures to the issue; offered 
observations but did not integrate or build on other's contributions. 

 
60-70: Contributed a few times; demonstrated having read assigned material; 

employed some theory in understanding issues; made statements unconnected to main 
subject or repeated comments already offered. 

 
50-60: Was present but contributed minimally to discussion; little demonstration of having read or  

carefully read assignment; offered comments which did not advance discussion of the 
issues. 

 
No marks: Absent from discussion without excuse. 
 
 
Midterm Examination  
 
Value:   5% of final grade                                                                                                                  
Due Date:  See Grading Scheme  
Type:   This exam will be written in class (closed book). 
Description:  This assignment offers you a chance to demonstrate your ability to think fairly 
quickly, to analyze two to four pieces of literature, to create arguments using a thesis and topic 
sentences and a conclusion (structure), to use quotations and paraphrases as evidence to 
support your ideas (content), and to write without mechanical errors (in spelling, punctuation, or 
grammar). It will help you gauge your progress in the class, and will prepare you to write the 
midsession and final examinations. 
 
On-Line Library Instruction Program 
 
Value:   2% of final grade                                                                                                                  
Due Date:  (try to have finished by 16 Oct.) last possible day: 30 Oct. 2018 
Type:   On-line (see Blackboard) 
 
Description:  In order to pass the class, students must complete the English Online Library 
Instruction Program. Read all four modules and complete the four quizzes. This assignment will 
prove invaluable in writing the literary analysis and research essay. The official deadline for 
completion of the library program is Oct. 30, but note that you should plan to complete it at least 
two weeks earlier, so that you can use what you’ve learned when writing your literary analysis. 
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Assignment 1: Literary Essay  
 
Value:   10% of final grade                                                                                                                  
Due Date:  See Grading Scheme 
Type:   This assignment is to be done outside of class.  
Length: 1000 words plus Works Cited page 
 
Description:  This assignment will help you to practice some of the most important skills you 
need to succeed in university. You will choose one topic from the assignment sheet. Analyze 
the required piece of literature. Create a well-crafted structure (including a strong thesis) and 
use well-chosen quotations and paraphrases from the text as evidence to support your ideas. 
Proofread to eliminate mechanical errors in your work. I am primarily interested in reading 
YOUR interpretation of the text, but, if you wish, you may use scholarly articles and books 
retrieved from the on-line library or St. Peter’s College’s library. Use a Work(s) Cited page in 
MLA format and show all of your sources. 
 
Do NOT use theses or dissertations as sources. Do NOT USE Wikipedia, Spark Notes, 
The Victorian Web, or similar sites. These are not appropriate sources. Use the online 
libraries to find scholarly articles or books. 
 
Midsession Examination 
 
Value:   10% of final grade                                                                                                                  
Date:   See Grading Scheme 
Length: 2 hours 50 minutes 
Type:   For this closed book exam, you will be expected to know all of the material we  
                        have covered since the beginning of term. No books, dictionaries or other aids  

will be allowed. 
 
Description:  This exam may contain passage identifications and definitions. You will also write 
two essays from a selection of several topics. Your answers will be graded for content, 
mechanics, and structure. 
 
Assignment 2: Research Essay 
 
Value:   20% of final grade   (1800 words) 
Date:   See Grading Scheme 
Type:   This assignment is to be done outside of class.  
 
Description: This assignment offers you a chance to demonstrate your ability to analyze one 
primary text (a piece of literature), to research and find secondary sources (scholarly articles) 
using the library, to create a strong structure (thesis, topic sentences and conclusion), to use 
well-chosen quotations and paraphrases (as evidence to support your ideas), and to write 
without mechanical errors (in spelling, punctuation, and grammar). If you do this work properly, 
the project should leave you feeling enthusiastic about the piece of literature you have 
researched and analyzed. 
  
Again, do NOT use theses or dissertations as sources. Do NOT USE Wikipedia, Spark 
Notes, The Victorian Web, and similar sites. These are not appropriate sources. Use the U 
of S Library online to find scholarly articles. 
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Assignment 3: Style 
 
Value:   10% of final grade (1500 words) 
Date:   See Grading Scheme 
Type:   This assignment is to be done outside of class. 
 
Description:  For this assignment, you will be given a list of questions to guide you as you 
analyze the style of one of the short stories, poems, or essays we have studied for class. Once 
you have written a one-page, 300-word analysis of the style, you will write 1200 words of a new 
(4-page) text in the style of the original. This assignment will help you understand and begin to 
develop one of the most elusive elements of a piece of writing—style—while giving you the 
opportunity to practice writing analytically and creatively. As always, you will be graded for 
content (ideas and evidence), structure, and mechanics—but also, this time, style.      
 
Assignment 4: Presentation 
 
Value:   3% of final grade (5-7 minutes, about 3 pages double-spaced)                        
Date:   See Grading Scheme 
Type:   This assignment is to be prepared outside of class, and performed in class. You  
                        will hand in a printed copy of your presentation. 
 
Description: For this assignment, you will find, analyze, and present a recent scholarly article, 
showing how it has extended your understanding of one of the major texts that we have studied 
(a novel, a play, or a long poem). This project gives you a chance to bring together all of the 
skills you have learned throughout the course: analysis, writing, research, and presentation. You 
will engage in scholarly discourse with your peers and those already established in the field. 
You must present on a new topic (not one you have used for your earlier essays). 
 
Final Examination 
 
Value:   30% of final grade                                                                                                                  
Date:   TBA April 2019 
Length: 3 hours 
Type:   This exam will be closed book. No books, dictionaries or other aids will be  

allowed. 
 
Description:  You will be expected to know all of the material we have covered since the 
beginning of the first term. This examination may contain passage identifications, definitions, 
and short answer questions. You will write two essays from a group of essay topics. Your 
answers will be graded for content, mechanics, and structure. 
 
 
Submitting Assignments  
 
Use Times New Roman 12-point font with 1-inch margins on all sides. Double-space. Whenever 
possible, use MS Word. Assignments are due as noted on this course outline. 
 
Keep all of your graded essays, assignments, and exams, as I may request to have them 
returned to me for verification of progress. You will also find it useful to study them. 
 



ENGLISH 110.6.97 2018-19 

Page 15 of 16 
 

Late Assignments 
 
If you contact me before the due date and have a valid excuse (documented illness or serious 
domestic affliction), I will grant you a few more days to complete your assignment. We call this 
an extension.  
 
If you do not obtain an extension, I reserve the right to deduct 5% per day (including weekends) 
that the assignment is late. I may refuse to accept an assignment that is submitted two weeks or 
more past the due date. 
 

Plagiarism / Academic Honesty: 
You are plagiarizing if you present the words or thoughts of someone else as if they were your 
own — exceptions are proverbial sayings or common knowledge — or if you submit without 
approval of the instructor any work for which credit has previously been obtained or is being 
sought in another course.  

Avoid charges of plagiarizing by acknowledging your sources in the essay and including them in 
the list of works cited. When quoting, make sure that all words and phrases from the source are 
in quotation marks. When paraphrasing, acknowledge the source of the idea but rewrite in your 
own language. For further information see the Department of English Requirements for Essays, 
which is posted on the Department website: 
http://artsandscience.usask.ca/english/documents/RequirementsForEssays.pdf 

Plagiarism, whether from the web, from other students, or from published sources, is a serious 
academic offense. Acts of plagiarism will have consequences, depending on the nature of the 
offense. Less serious instances may be handled by instructors. Instructors may also report more 
serious offenses to the Dean, to be investigated by a College committee. Penalties can range 
from a "0" on an essay to a reduced mark for the course to expulsion from the University. 
Records of penalties assessed by the College committee are kept on file by the University 
Registrar; penalties become more severe for subsequent offences. For more information on 
plagiarism, see http://www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-
appeals/forms/IntegrityDefined.pdf , 
http://policies.usask.ca/documents/GuidelinesForAcademicConduct.php#honesty and 
http://www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals/. 

 
Access and Equity Services 
Students who have disabilities (learning, medical, physical, or mental health) are strongly 
encouraged to register with Access and Equity Services (AES) if they have not already done so. 
Students who suspect they may have disabilities should contact AES for advice and referrals. In 
order to access AES programs and supports, students must follow AES policy and procedures. 
For more information, visit https://students.usask.ca/health/centres/access-equity-services.php, 
or contact AES at 306-966-7273 or aes@usask.ca. 

Students registered with AES may request alternative arrangements for mid-term and final 
examinations at St. Peter’s College through Student Services. Students must arrange such AES 
accommodations with Student Services by the stated deadlines. Instructors shall provide the 
examinations for students who are being accommodated by the deadlines established by AES.  
 
You may record lectures, but please give me notice if you intend to do so. 
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Course Evaluation   
 
Students will be given the opportunity to evaluate the class once near the end of each term.  
 
Guidelines for the Grading of Undergraduate Essays in English 
Courses 
 
Most student essays will not conform to all the criteria specified for any of the following 
grades. Often an essay has major strengths and major weaknesses which, when considered 
together, will determine its level. 

 
A (80 &up): Strikingly original or perceptive in subject matter, style, and treatment 

or compellingly persuasive in cogency or argument, reasoning, and 
clarity of ideas. Mature handling of the elements of composition and 
rhetoric. 

B (70-79): Most of the above qualities, only not in such striking degree. The essay 
must show positive qualities. An essay that has little, if anything, 
“wrong with it” mechanically, stylistically, and factually will not earn a 
“B.” The grade can be given either for a brilliant essay which contains 
a serious fault or faults, or for one which contains no serious faults but 
does not show competence exceptionally beyond the expectations of 
the assignment. 

C (60-69): “C” is the pivotal grade: it is generally what an essay with few major 
errors and general competence will earn. Although “C” is the “average” 
grade, it does not have to be given to the majority of students. The “C” 
paper is often adequately thought out and written but lacks the spark of 
originality, perceptiveness, vividness, or clarity which indicates that the 
writer has communicated his or her ideas well. An ordinary topic treated 
in an ordinary manner. 

D (50-59): Definitely substandard work, usually with serious errors in 
mechanics, logic, development, or style. The “D” paper is often 
characterized by superficial or careless work. Other “D” essays 
earn more than an “F” because they show some evidence of effort 
and a conscientious attempt to do the assignment.  

F (below 50): Unacceptable. This grade is generally given for one or more of 
the following reasons: 

 a) not fulfilling the requirements of the specific assignment 
b) writing and mechanics are below the level of a typical high 

school graduate 
c) treating superficially already common ideas and observations 

as a substitute for the student's own ideas and organization 
d) developing and organizing essays in an illogical incoherent way 
e) failing to have a recognizable thesis or point of view in relation to 

the assigned topic 
f) disregarding elements of composition and rhetoric which have 

been stressed in class. 


